
BEAUTIFUL BEEEIVER 
THE ABSBLUTELY DIVINE LbbA MONTEZ 

by Janet R. Fireman 

s4i,, a4e t aM, ut Aat, is al tel? 
c^&4/ tA t u tt mtaeq a e'w4.u 

-Lord Byron, Don Juan 

4 great traveler all her life, Lola 
Montez arrived in the West, in San 

CL^ s Francisco, with a lot of baggage. She 
had trunks, valises, wardrobes, and assorted other 

luggage, all filled to the brim with controversies and 

ambiguities, all packed personally by Lola Montez, 
and all padded with notoriety that had been dis- 
seminated by an intercontinental press following her 

story for two decades. 
In 1853, California was still very much a work in 

progress and, as such, was an ideal setting for the 
contradictions Montez embodied. Her principal at- 
traction was that she was a beautiful and wicked 
woman. She had been stereotyped by the press, and 
her image simultaneously appealed to Californians' 

prurient interests and allayed self-reproach they felt 
for their own wickedness. After a string of theatri- 
cal performances in San Francisco, Sacramento, and 

mining towns of the Sierra foothills, Montez rested 
for a time among the pines close to a quartz mill in 
Grass Valley, where a countrified existence seemed 
to counterbalance her erstwhile profligate and way- 

ward life-style. Although the tranquility she as- 
sumed there did not stick, her time spent in the 
West engendered a legend of her as a western 
woman. 

By the time Lola Montez arrived in San Fran- 

cisco, she was well established as a celebrity of the 

highest rank: she was famous for being famous. In 

fact, she may have been the second-most famous 
woman in the world, after Queen Victoria, who 

surely would have been horrified by the compari- 
son. The elements of Montez's fame were based 
in notoriety, which she had achieved in the mete- 
oric speed of five years from her dancing debut 
on the London stage in 1843 to her expulsion from 
Bavaria in 1848. 

Five years later, when she alighted from the 
Northerner and arranged to appear at the Ameri- 
can Theater, San Franciscans knew they were in 
for a treat the likes of which they had not seen 
before. The city was a place of new arrivals, but 
Lola Montez's reputation promised that her pres- 
ence in San Francisco would be spectacular. 
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* Lola Montez, from a 
0 miniature copy of a 

* portrait commissioned by 
·0 \/ * Ludwig of Bavaria in 1847. Her 
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